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April 2019 Monthly Newsletter 
 

Central Scene 
Central Presbyterian Church 

Upcoming Events 
 

The Presbyterian Women are 

planning a trip to Charlotte’s (Keo) 

on Saturday April 13.  

Maunday Thursday service will be 

held at Central, April 18th at 6pm 

with a soup/sandwich potluck. 

Good Friday Service at Central, 

April 19th at 2:30pm. 

Good Friday Service at Stuttgart 

April 19th at 6pm (bus will be 

available if you need a ride) please 

be at the church by 5:15 to ride the 

bus) 

Easter Morning:  

Breakfast at 8:30 am (sheet-up 

sign in the fellowship hall) 

Egg Hunt at 9:30am 

Worship at 11am  

(please note service starts at 

regular time) 

The Worship and Music Committee is 

looking for Volunteers to be Lay 

Readers and Ushers for 2019. Please 

sign up on the Bulletin Board in 

McElyea Hall. 

If you have a favorite hymn that you 

would like to see included in the 

Worship Service, please tell Laura 

Cosner.  

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Young Adults Sunday School 9:45 am 

 

Church Mission Statement 

To celebrate God’s love, nurture growth, share our faith, and serve 

the needs of others 

 

Church Membership 

Membership in Central Presbyterian Church is open to all who 

profess faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. New members will 

be received upon baptism and profession of faith, reaffirmation of 

faith, or by letter of transfer. 

 

 

 

 
 

Received during the season of Lent, Presbyterians worldwide 
join in sharing God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around 
the world by providing relief from natural disasters, food for 
the hungry, and support for the poor and oppressed. This 
Lenten season, please give generously to One Great Hour of 
Sharing.  
 
Thanks to your heartfelt gifts, One Great Hour of Sharing 
currently supports projects in over 100 countries. 
 

 
 

WAYS TO GIVE  
Through your congregation  
 
Donate by credit card online at presbyterianmission.org/give-
oghs : Text OGHS to 20222 to give $10 -or 
 
You can help sustain the important ministries and programs 
that are supported by One Great Hour of Sharing Offering by 
making an online gift at any time throughout the year.  
 
Checks may be sent Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.); P.O. Box 
643700; Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700. 
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and scared. So I thought to myself, what if this GPS fails completely? Should I stop at a gas station 

and purchase an Atlas? Would I be able to read the map and follow? What if the Atlas is not accurate? 

Would I be able to go home from here? 

 

In the book, You Are What You Love (Brazos Press, 2016 James K.A. Smith), I found an interesting, 

illustration of a case that displays the hazard of a faulty map.  

 

“In the Kingdom of Ice is journalist Hampton Sides' compelling account of the failed nineteenth-

century polar expedition of the USS Jeannette, captained by Lieutenant George De Long. It serves as a 

cautionary tale about the hazards of misorientation [sic]—not because of a faulty compass but because of a 

mistaken map. De Long's entire expedition rested on a picture of the (unknown) North Pole laid out in the 

(ultimately deluded) maps of Dr. August Heinrich Petermann. Petermann's maps suggested a "thermometric 

gateway" through the ice that opened onto a vast "polar sea" on the top of the world—a fair-weather passage 

beyond all the ice. De Long's entire expedition was staked on these maps. But it turned out he was heading to 

a world that didn't exist. As perilous ice quickly surrounded the ship, Sides recounts, the team had to "shed 

its organizing ideas, in all their unfounded romance, and to replace them with a reckoning of the way the 

Arctic truly is." 

 

So, a New Year just started. You have a whole new set of life journey before you. I wonder if you 

have a good map for your life journey. Is the map accurate and reliable enough to bring you to your 

destination? Are you sure about that? Oh! I forgot that we are living in a technologically advanced society. 

Let me rephrase my question: “Is your GPS working all right?” Do you think it will take you to your home? 

 

I want to share only the selected verses from Psalm 119 here due to the space limitation. Read the 

whole Psalm 119 form your Bible. You will find a good GPS for your life there.  

 

(Verses 1-6) 

How blessed are those whose way is blameless, Who walk in the law of the Lord. 

How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, Who seek Him with all their heart. 

They also do no unrighteousness; They walk in His ways. 

You have ordained Your precepts, That we should keep them diligently. 

Oh that my ways may be established To keep Your statutes! 

Then I shall not be ashamed When I look upon all Your commandments. 

 

Verses 33-35 

Teach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes, And I shall observe it to the end. 

Give me understanding, that I may observe Your law And keep it with all my heart. 

Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, For I delight in it. 

 

Verses 105-106 

Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 

I have sworn and I will confirm it, That I will keep Your righteous ordinances. 

 

 

               

            

Lathan and Zac enjoyed Senior High Youth Quake!  
The theme was Tough Love. Thanks to everyone who supports our Youth! 
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History of Hymns 
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 

Charles Wesley 

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" is a classic 

Easter hymn by the great hymn writer Charles 

Wesley. It first appeared in a collection by John 

and Charles Wesley called Hymns and Sacred 

Poems (1739) without the "alleluia's," which 

were added in the early 19th century.  

Only a few other minor changes have been 

made since that time. The six stanzas that appear 

in The UM Hymnal have been adapted from the 

original 11; stanzas six, seven, eight and nine 

have been left out entirely. The current second 

stanza is actually the first couplet of the original 

second stanza and the last couplet of the original 

third stanza.  

One other change of note occurred in the 

second line of the first stanza, which has been 

altered from "Sons of men and angels say" to 

"Earth and heaven in chorus say." Though altered 

for inclusive language purposes, this change 

actually gives more emphasis to the metaphor in 

the second line that describes heaven and earth in 

chorus -- now they are antiphonal, with heaven 

singing and the reply coming back from earth.  

Charles Wesley has written a hymn in praise 

of the power of Christ. The hymn begins with 

both heaven and earth singing in praise of Christ 

having won the battle and defeated death. The 

praise continues in the second stanza where 

Wesley first refers to Christ as "Love" and 

"redeemer." He quotes Paul's letter to the 

Corinthians (15:55) where Paul is taunting death:  

"Where O Death is now thy sting? Where's thy victory boasting grave?" The next stanza 

answers the question and says that we have the same power, if we follow Christ.  

A striking feature of the hymn is that its text is written in the present tense. "Christ the Lord is 

risen today" -- not "has risen" or "rose." This is powerful because it places us in community with 

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 
 

1 "Christ the Lord is risen today!" 

Alleluia! 

All creation, join to say:  

Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, 

Alleluia! 

Sing, O heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

 
2 Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 

Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 

Death in vain forbids him rise,  

Alleluia! 

Christ has opened paradise. 

 Alleluia! 

 
3 Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 

Where, O death, is now your sting? 

Alleluia! 

Jesus died, our souls to save,  

Alleluia!  

Where your victory, O grave?  

Alleluia!  

 
4 Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 

Alleluia! 

Praise to you by both be given,  

Alleluia!  

Every knee to you shall bow, 

 Alleluia!  

Risen Christ, triumphant now.  

Alleluia! 
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those who witnessed the resurrection in their own lifetimes, and reaffirms our own hope of being 

set free from death. "Made like him, like him we rise" -- also stated in the present tense -- conveys 

a hope that brings God's power and new life now, lifting us from our current situation of "death" 

and into everlasting life.  

Hope? Now? Is Wesley saying that Christ's hope is now? And if so what does this mean for 

the suffering, the oppressed, the abused and the lost? Is Wesley calling us to action? If we follow 

the example of our "exalted head," will it take us to "the cross, the grave, the skies?" Alleluia, it 

will! I think he is calling us to action! The skies are exciting, but we also need to be willing to 

follow Christ to the cross and the grave even if we know that we will be triumphant over them.  

The final stanza declares that if we are indeed made like Christ and we follow his example, 

then we can know everlasting life (John 3:16). This is our ultimate hope -- present, past and future. 

This is so empowering to us and to others, to know that Christ died for us, and that his power 

enables us to overcome suffering and death just like he did. "Thus to sing and thus to love, 

Alleluia." 
 

Peyton Strouth is a master of sacred music candidate at Perkins School of Theology and a student of Dr. C. Michael 

Hawn. 
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Hawn.  

 
Central Presbyterian Church 

6300 Trinity Drive 

P.O. Box 1105 

Pine Bluff, AR 71613 

…a congregation of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

through Synod of the Sun and the 

Presbytery of Arkansas. 

 

Directory 

Office Number        (870) 879-9074 

Email: office@centralprespb.com  

Website:  www.centralprespb.com 
 

Secretary: 

Justine Anton 
 

Nursery Attendants: 

Laura & Zac Cosner 
 
 

Presbyterian Women Moderator: 

Kay Cromwell 

 
Session 

Class of 2019            Class of 2020       

 Zac Cosner              Laura Cosner 

  George Mosley        Suzy VonTungeln 

 Brad VonTungeln    Denise Mosley 

 Logan Mosley        Jemmie Moseley  

Standing Committee Moderators: 

 Zac Cosner         Budget & Finance 

 Suzy VonTungeln      Fellowship & Nurture 

 Jemmie Moseley       Missions & Outreach 

 George Mosley          Building & Grounds 

 Denise Mosley          Education 

 Laura Cosner           Worship & Music 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the May issue of 
Central Scene is April 18. Please let us 
know if you would like to continue your 

subscription by emailing us at 
office@centralprespb.com. 

 

Lectionary Readings for April 2019 

Fifth 

Sunday in 

Lent—

April 7 

 

Passion / 

Palm 

Sunday 

April 14 

Sixth 

Sunday 

in Lent 

 

Resurrection 

of the Lord— 

April 21 

Easter Sunday 

 

Second 

Sunday of 

Easter— 

April 28 

 

Isaiah 

43:16–21 

 

Luke 

19:28–40 

 

Acts 10:34–43 

or Isaiah 

65:17–25 

 

Acts 5:27–32 

 

Psalm 126 

 

Psalm 

118:1–2, 

19–29 

Psalm 118:1–

2, 14–24 

 

Psalm 

118:14–29 or 

Psalm 150 

 

Philippian

s  

3:4b–14 

 

Philippi

ans 

 2:5–11 

 

1 Corinthians 

15:19–26 or 

Acts 10:34–43 

 

Revelation 

1:4–8 

 

John 

12:1–8 

Luke 

22:14—

23:56 or 

Luke 

23:1–49 

John 20:1–18 

or Luke 24:1–

12 

John 20:19–

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory of 

Erlene Agee 

Swepston 

 

Betty Coles 

Kay Baim Shapiro 

 

In Loving Memory of 

Edith May Kelley 

(Mike Kelley’s 

Mother) 

 

David & Jane Judkins 
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April 2019 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

   Choir Practice 

6:30 pm 

   

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

 Women’s Circle 

6:30 pm 

 
 

 
 

Choir Practice 

6:30 pm 

  Women’s Trip 

to Keo 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

   Choir Practice 

6:30 pm 

Maundy 

Thursday 

6pm 

 

Good Friday 

Central-2:30 pm 

Stuttgart-6:00pm 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Easter Sunday 
Breakfast 8:30am 
Egg Hunt 9:30am 
Worship 11:00am   

 
 
 

  Choir Practice 

6:30 pm 

   

 

 

 

 
28 29 30     

Fellowship 
Luncheon 

Session Meeting 

  Choir Practice 

6:30 pm 

   

Events: 
April 13th   

Presbyterian Women are 

planning a trip to 

Charlotte’s (Keo)   

 

April 18th  

Maunday Thursday 

service will be held at 

Central at 6pm with a 

soup/sandwich potluck. 

April 19th    
 Good Friday Service at 

Central, April 19th at 

2:30pm. 

Good Friday Service at 

Stuttgart April 19th at 6pm 

(bus will be available if you 

need a ride) please be at the 

church by 5:15 to ride the 

bus) 

 

 

April 21st   
Easter Morning:  

Breakfast at 8:30 am 

(sheet-up sign in the 

fellowship hall) 

Egg Hunt at 9:30am 

Worship at 11am  

(please note service starts 

at regular time) 
 

 

April 28th   

Fellowship Luncheon 

Session Meeting 
 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Young Adults Sunday 

School 9:45 am 

 

Choir Practice 

Wednesdays at 6:30pm 
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Central Presbyterian Church  

P.O Box 1105 

Pine Bluff, AR 71603 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you or a family member has been omitted or would like to be added to the Birthday and Anniversary 

list, please contact the church office. 

 

 
 

01 Emil Brown 

04 Karen Perdue 

05 Ann Woolley 

05 Suzy VonTungeln 

09 James Hayes 

19 Connie Detmers 

 


