CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
6300 Trinity Drive, Pine Bluff, Arkansas
Sunday, July 26, 2020
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

GREET THOSE AROUND YOU IN THE NAME OF CHRIST
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
CHIMING OF THE HOUR
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive) [Psalm 105:1-8]
Zac: O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, make known his deeds

among the peoples.
People: Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works.
Zac: Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
People: Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually.
Zac: Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and the judgments
he uttered,
People: O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen
ones.
Zac: He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth.
People: He is mindful of his covenant forever, of the word that he commanded,
for a thousand generations.

CALL TO CONFESSION PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Help us O God: We do not know how to pray as we ought. We are accustomed
to hiding our faults; we scarcely know them well enough to confess them to you.
Forgive our dimness of vision, our dearth of compassion, our failures to
remember and appreciate your wonderful works of faithfulness and mercy.
Make us patient in our trials, confident in your love, and joyful in your presence,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Zac: As people born of water and the Spirit we have died to the old life, and a new
life has begun. God’s grace is poured out upon us day by day.
Come to the water and remember your baptism. Be thankful, and live as one who has
been raised to new life! In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
People: Amen.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:
Genesis 29:15-28
Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore
serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” 16Now Laban had two
daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was
Rachel. 17Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. 18Jacob
loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter
Rachel.” 19Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her
to any other man; stay with me.” 20So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and
they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her. 21Then Jacob
said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is
completed.” 22So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a
feast. 23But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob;
and he went in to her. 24(Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her
maid.) 25When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this
you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you
deceived me?” 26Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger
before the firstborn. 27Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other
also in return for serving me another seven years.” 28Jacob did so, and completed
her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.
15Then

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING:

Romans 8:26-39
the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God,
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28We know that all things
work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose.
29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image
of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified;
and those whom he justified he also glorified.
31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he
26Likewise

not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who
died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes
for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, “For
your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be
slaughtered.” 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
THIRD READING:
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32it is the smallest of all the seeds,
but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 33He told them another
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found
and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that
field. 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and
bought it. 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the
sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down,
and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. 51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to
them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is
like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what
is old.”
31He

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SERMON

Rev. Timothy Reeves
A Corrupting Influence

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles' Creed (Traditional)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
(You each are encouraged to give voice to your concerns or to name those for whom you love and pray.)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
(We use debts and debtors)

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
**POSTLUDE
Go forth into the world rejoicing. Love and serve the Lord.
Those who are able, please stand.
** Please be seated and remain for the postlude if you can.

Lay Reader: Zac Cosner

PRAYER CONCERNS
Donna McCaleb
Bernice Lackey
Carol Brown
Karen Perdue
David Perdue
Nelson Buchanan
Andy Matlock

Brad VonTungeln
Hester Insley
Mary Kientz
Lurline Elam
Denise Mosley
Mary Light
Jemmie Moseley

FRIENDS AND RELATIVES

Name

Name

Dr. Laura Festa

wife of former pastor, Dr. Dan Festa

Carol Taylor

friend of Denise Mosley

Scott McGeorge

friend of Lawrence Fikes

Franklin Ward

uncle of Dana Neal

Rebecca and Earl
Phillips
Max Zeng

friends of Karen and David Perdue

Ryker Cheek

nephew of Bubba VonTungeln

Mike and Lan Kelly’s son

Jennifer Place

friend of Laura Cosner

Luis Sanchez

father of Lizabeth Sanchez

Clara Hammonds

Jorga Walker

wife of Donald Walker

Lydia Wright

Step-Grandmother of Bubba
VonTungeln
Rev. Timothy Reeves & Jane
Reeves' Granddaughter

Pat Mosley

Mother of George Mosley

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FELLOW
PRESBYTERIANS:

First, Mena

Directors of Children’s Programs
OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN
AROUND THE WORLD

Help us keep our prayer list up to date. If you have family or friends who need to be added or removed from
the prayer concerns list, please let the Office know.

Welcome to Central Presbyterian
Church, where we come together to
celebrate God’s love, nurture growth,
share our faith and serve the needs of
others. This congregation opens wide its
doors and hearts and welcomes all in the
name of Jesus Christ.
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Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Zac Cosner

Laura Cosner George

Mosley

Suzy VonTungeln

Brad VonTungeln

Denise Mosley

Logan Mosley

Jemmie Moseley

Standing Committee Moderators:
Zac Cosner

Budget & Finance Suzy

VonTungeln

Fellowship & Nurture

Jemmie Moseley

Missions & Outreach

George Mosley

Building & Grounds

Denise Mosley

Education

Laura Cosner

Worship & Music

Announcements
We’ll be announcing a decision about in person
worship in the next few days. Follow us on
social media for information.
Archives of our Online Services can be found
on Facebook and YouTube! Links to each are
on our website, CentralPrespb.com
CPC now has onlive giving available! Check
out our website www.centralprespb.com and
look for the “Donate Now” Link. We take
credit cards, debit cards and checks! You can
also set up recurring donations (Weekly, BiWeekly or Monthly).

