CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
6300 Trinity Drive, Pine Bluff, Arkansas
Sunday, August 23, 2020
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

GREET THOSE AROUND YOU IN THE NAME OF CHRIST
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
CHIMING OF THE HOUR
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive) [Psalm 124]
Zac: Thanks be to you, O God, that we have risen this day
People: if it had not been the LORD who was on our side, when our enemies
attacked us,
Zac: then they would have swallowed us up alive, when their anger was kindled
against us;
People: then the flood would have swept us away, the torrent would have gone
over us;
Zac: then over us would have gone the raging waters.
People: Blessed be the LORD, who has not given us as prey to their teeth.
Zac: We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowlers; the snare is broken,
and we have escaped.
People: Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth to
the rising of this life itself.

CALL TO CONFESSION PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face is hidden
from us by our sins, and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts:
Cleanse us from all our offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain
desires, that with reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to you,
confessing our faults, confiding in your grace, and finding in you our refuge and
strength; through Jesus Christ your Son. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Zac: As people born of water and the Spirit we have died to the old life, and a new
life has begun. God’s grace is poured out upon us day by day.
Come to the water and remember your baptism. Be thankful, and live as one who has
been raised to new life! In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
People: Amen.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:
Exodus 1:8-2:10
a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9He said to his people,
“Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. 10Come,
let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our
enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” 11Therefore they set
taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities,
Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12But the more they were oppressed, the more
they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 13The
Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, 14and made their lives
bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They were
ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.
15The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah
and the other Puah, 16“When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them
on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” 17But the midwives
feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the
boys live. 18So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have
you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” 19The midwives said to Pharaoh,
“Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous
and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” 20So God dealt well with the
midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. 21And because the
midwives feared God, he gave them families. 22Then Pharaoh commanded all his
people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you
shall let every girl live.”
2Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2The woman
conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him
three months. 3When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him,
and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the
reeds on the bank of the river. 4His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen
to him.
5The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked
beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring
it. 6When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him,
“This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. 7Then his sister said to
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Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse
the child for you?” 8Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called
the child’s mother. 9Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for
me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed it. 10When
the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her
son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING:

Romans 12:1-8
12I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and
acceptable and perfect. 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you
not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in
one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same
function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.
THIRD SCRIPTURE READING:

Matthew 16:13-20
when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said
to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father
in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to
tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
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The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SERMON

Rev. Timothy Reeves
Oddballs, Fools, Lunatics, and Other Crazy Folk

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles' Creed (Traditional)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERTORY
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION
SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
(You each are encouraged to give voice to your concerns or to name those for whom you love and pray.)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
(We use debts and debtors)

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
**POSTLUDE
Go forth into the world rejoicing. Love and serve the Lord.
Those who are able, please stand.
** Please be seated and remain for the postlude if you can.
Lay Reader: Zac Cosner

PRAYER CONCERNS
Donna McCaleb
Bernice Lackey
Carol Brown
Karen Perdue
David Perdue
Nelson Buchanan
Andy Matlock
Adam Vick

Brad VonTungeln
Hester Insley
Jemmie Moseley
Lurline Elam
Denise Mosley
Mary Light
Dominik Munn
Suzy VonTungeln

FRIENDS AND RELATIVES

Name

Name

Dr. Laura Festa

wife of former pastor, Dr. Dan Festa

Carol Taylor

friend of Denise Mosley

Scott McGeorge

friend of Lawrence Fikes

Franklin Ward

uncle of Dana Neal

Rebecca and Earl
Phillips
Max Zeng

friends of Karen and David Perdue

Ryker Cheek

nephew of Bubba VonTungeln

Mike and Lan Kelly’s son

Jennifer Place

friend of Laura Cosner

Luis Sanchez

father of Lizabeth Sanchez

Clara Hammonds

Step-Grandmother of Bubba
VonTungeln

Jorga Walker

wife of Donald Walker

Lydia Wright

Rev. Timothy Reeves & Jane
Reeves' Granddaughter

Pat Mosley

Mother of George Mosley

Family of Mary Kientz

family of member

Family of Ann
Hollingsworth
Linda Minyard

friend of the church

Kara & Kyle Taylor

friend of Dana Neal

friend of the church

Thomas Porter

father of Dana Neal

Family of Don Neal

Dana Neal’s family

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FELLOW
PRESBYTERIANS:

First, Mena

Directors of Children’s Programs
OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN
AROUND THE WORLD

Help us keep our prayer list up to date. If you have family or friends who need to be added or removed from
the prayer concerns list, please let the Office know.

Welcome to Central Presbyterian
Church, where we come together to
celebrate God’s love, nurture growth,
share our faith and serve the needs of
others. This congregation opens wide its
doors and hearts and welcomes all in the
name of Jesus Christ.

Pulpit Supply
Rev. Timothy Reeves

Secretary
Justine Anton

Sound Board Operator
Zac Cosner
Email: Office@centralprespb.com
Phone: 870-879-9074
Website: http://www.centralprespb.com
Website Password: Trinity9074

Session
Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Zac Cosner

Laura Cosner George

Mosley

Suzy VonTungeln

Brad VonTungeln

Denise Mosley

Logan Mosley

Jemmie Moseley

Standing Committee Moderators:
Zac Cosner

Budget & Finance Suzy

VonTungeln

Fellowship & Nurture

Jemmie Moseley

Missions & Outreach

George Mosley

Building & Grounds

Denise Mosley

Education

Laura Cosner

Worship & Music

Announcements
Dominik Munn has placed a Blessings Box at
the fire department in Grady. If you are
interested in donating non-perishable food
items or books please contact Jessica Munn or
the Church via Social Media.
Archives of our Online Services can be found
on Facebook and YouTube! Links to each are
on our website, CentralPrespb.com
CPC now has online giving available! Check
out our website www.centralprespb.com and
look for the “Donate Now” Link. We take
credit cards, debit cards and checks! You can
also set up recurring donations (Weekly, BiWeekly or Monthly).

