CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24, 2021
5:00 p.m.

GREETING THE PEOPLE OF GOD
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
CHRISTMAS EVE PRELUDE
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
OPENING PRAYER

The VonTungeln Family
Rev. Jai Kwak

OPENING CAROL #123 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
1 It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all-gracious King”:
the world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.
2 Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled,
and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world:
above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on hovering wing,
and ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.
3 Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long;
beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled two thousand years of wrong;
and we at war on earth hear not the tidings that they bring;
O, hush the noise and cease the strife to hear the angels sing!
4 And you, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low,
who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow,
look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing:
O, rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing.
5 For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold,
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
and the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing.
PRAYER OF PRAISE FOR CHRISTMAS EVE (Unison)
Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave us your Son, the Lord of
the universe, wrapped in swaddling clothes, the Savior of all, lying in a manger.
On this holy night draw us into the mystery of your love. Join our voices with
the heavenly host that we may sing your glory on high. Give us a place among
the shepherds that we may ﬁnd the one for whom we have waited, Jesus Christ,
the Messiah and Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
THE CHRISTMAS STORY: HOW JESUS CAME INTO OUR WORLD
Zac Cosner
Matthew 1:18–23 (NASB95)
18
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be
with child by the Holy Spirit.
19
And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to
disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly.
20
But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.
21
“She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save
His people from their sins.”
22
Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet:
23
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they
shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with us.”

CAROL # 121

O Little Town of Bethlehem

1 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
2 For Christ is born of Mary and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all on earth.
3 How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
4 O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

THE CHRIST STORY: WHY JESUS CAME INTO OUR WORLD

Laura Cosner

John 1:1–13 (NASB95)
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.
2
He was in the beginning with God.
3
All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing
came into being that has come into being.
4
In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.
5
The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend
it.
6
There came a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7
He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe
through him.
8
He was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light.
9
There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every
man.
10
He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the
world did not know Him.
11
He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.
12
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, even to those who believe in His name,
13
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God.
CAROL # 133

O Come All Ye Faithful
1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant;
O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem !
Come, and behold him, born the King of angels!

Refrain: O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!
2 True God from true God, Light from light eternal,
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; very God, begotten, not created! [Refrain]
3 Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation;
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God, all glory in the highest!
[Refrain]
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be all glory given; Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!
[Refrain]
WE OFFER OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Matthew 2:10–11 (NASB95)
10
When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
11
After coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary His mother;
and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures,
they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
OFFERTORY

THE COMMUNION
INVITATION
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise,
(…)
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with the choirs of heaven and with all
the faithful of every time and place who forever sing to the glory of your name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Unison)
We thank you, O God, that through Word and Sacrament you have given us
your Son, Who is the true bread from heaven and food of eternal life. So
strengthen us in your service that our daily living may show our thanks,
Through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen.
LIGHTING OUR CHRISTMAS CANDLE
Please rise and form two lines in the center aisle and proceed out of the
sanctuary. You will be given a candle as you enter the Narthex. Proceed in an
orderly manner to the darkened fellowship hall. Form a large circle in the
fellowship hall. Light from the Christ candle will then be used to light one candle
in the circle. Pass the flame to the person next to you. When all candles are lit
and the circle complete, we will sing together the first verse of the following
hymns.
SING OUR JOY BY CANDLELIGHT

The Frist Noel
"The first Noel", the angels did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay
In fields where they lay a keeping their sheep
On a cold winter's night that was so deep
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel
Born is the King of Israel

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
It came upon the midnight clear
That glorious song of old
From Angels playing near the earth
To touch their harps of gold
Peace on the earth could will two men
From Heaven's all-gracious King
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing

Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.
Silent Night
Silent night, Holy night,
All is calm, All is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Sleep in heavenly peace.
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
Go, singing a song to the God of our salvation. Sing of mighty deeds and glory.
Join the heavenly chorus and sing: "Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace." Sing of God's salvation from day today. Jesus Christ is
born today!
Now the love of the Father, Grace of the Son, and the Fellowship of the Spirit be
with you now and forever. Amen

PRAYER CONCERNS
Dominik Munn
Bernice Lackey
Emil & Carol Brown

Sydney Hayes
Hester Insley
Karen Perdue

FRIENDS AND RELATIVES
Name

Name

Dr. Laura Festa

Wife of former pastor, Dr. Dan Festa

Ryker Cheek

Nephew of Bubba VonTungeln

Scott McGeorge

Friend of Lawrence Fikes

Anita Rodriguez

Daughter of Mary Light

Rebecca and Earl
Phillips
Max Zeng

Friends of Karen Perdue

Jorga Walker

Wife of Donald Walker

Mike and Lan Kelly’s son

Norman McPherson

Luis Sanchez

Father of Lizabeth Sanchez

Haley Chandler

Friend of the Pam Riegler
Family
Friend of the Church

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN AROUND THE WORLD
Help us keep our prayer list up to date. If you have family or friends who need to be added or
removed from the prayer concerns list, please let the Office know.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
HAVE BEEN PLACED IN THE SANCTUARY
IN MEMORY OF LOVED ONES AND FOR THE
GLORY OF GOD.

Welcome to Central Presbyterian
Church, where we come together to
celebrate God’s love, nurture growth,
share our faith and serve the needs of
others. This congregation opens wide its
doors and hearts and welcomes all in the
name of Jesus Christ.
Pastor
Rev. Jai D. Kwak

Secretary
Justine Anton

Pianist/Organist
YoungJu Oh
Sound Board Operator
Zac Cosner
Email: Office@centralprespb.com
Phone: 870-879-9074
Website: http://www.centralprespb.com
Website Password: Trinity9074

Session
Class of 2021

Class of 2022

Laura Cosner

Zachary Cosner (Clerk)

Denise Mosley

George Mosley

Suzy VonTungeln

Danny Reeves

Jemmie Mosley

Standing Committee Moderators:
Zac Cosner - Budget & Finance
Suzy VonTungeln - Fellowship & Education
Denise Mosley - Missions & Outreach
George Mosley & Danny Reeves
-Building & Grounds
Laura Cosner & Jemmie Moseley
-Worship & Music

Announcements
Thursday Night Bible Study is back! We start at
6:30 and we hope to see you there!
There is now a Sunday School class at 10 every
Sunday for children and one for all ages. Please
join us for this time of learning!
Archives of our Online Services can be found on
Facebook and YouTube! Links to each are on our
website, CentralPrespb.com

